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SUBJECT: FRANCO-GERMAN AGREEMENT ON SPACE ISSUES 

1. SUMMARY: FRENCH AND GERMAN RESEARCH 

MINISTERS HAVE ARRIVED AT A COMMON APPROACH ON A 

NUMBER OF OUTSTANDING SPACE ISSUES. THEY AGREED 

ON HOLDING A MINISTERIAL MEETING IN 

EARLY SPRING TO GET THE STALLED EUROPEAN SPACE 

AGENCY UNDERWAY AND ON THE URGENT NEED TO FILL FOUR 

VACANT PROGRAM POSITIONS IN ESRO. THESE 

POSITIONS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY FILLED. INCLUDING THE AP 

POINTMENT OF BERNARD DE LOFFRE AS MANAGER OF THE 
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SPACELAB PROGRAM. LESS CLEAR ARE AGREEMENTS IN PRIN- 
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CIPLE ON THE PRIORITY OF USING EUROPEAN LAUNCHERS 
(ARIANE) AND SPACE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS (SPACELAB) 

AND ON EUROPEAN FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION IN THE FRENCH 
KOUROU SPACE CENTER. IN THE AREA OF COMPUTERS, THE 
FRENCH LEFT UNRESOLVED THE FATE OF THE FRENCH PARTI- 
CIPANT IN THE FRENCH-GERMAN-DUTCH COMPUTER CONSORTIUM 
UNIDATA. END SUMMARY. 

2. MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND RESEARCH D'ORNANO MET 
WITH GERMAN MINISTER FOR SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH HANS 
MATTHOEFER ON OCT 16, 1974, IN BONN TO DISCUSS 
COMPUTER AND SPACE POLICIES. THE RESULTS OF THE 
MEETING WERE DESCRIBED IN A FRENCH COMMUNIQUE ISSUED 
SUBSEQUENTLY UPON THE LAUNCHING OF THE SYMPHONIE 
EXPERIMENTAL COMMUNICATIONS SATELLITE. THE RELEASE 
QUOTED MINISTER D'ORNANO AS WELCOMING THE GROWING 
ACCORD BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES AND STATED THAT THE 
TWO MINISTERS REACHED A "COMMON APPROACH" ON: 

A) THE PRIORITY ON USING LAUNCHERS AND SPACE 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS DEVELOPED BY EUROPE (COMMENT: 
THE REFERENCES ARE OBVIOUSLY TO ARIANE AND SPACELAB. 
THIS IS THE FIRST TIME THAT THE FRENCH HAVE RECOG- 
NIZED A PRIORITY FOR USING SPACELAB.), 

B) THE PRINCIPAL OF EUROPEAN PARTICIPATION 

IN THE FINANCING OF THE FRENCH SPACE CENTER IN GUYANA, 

C) THE NEED TO ACT SOON TO NAME PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
IN ESRO, 

D) THE NECESSITY OF HOLDING A MINISTERIAL 

LEVEL MEETING TO GET THE EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY (ESA) 
UNDERWAY. 

3. ON 17 OCT, SCIATT AND NASA EUROPEAN REP MET WITH 
GERMAN SCIENCE ATTACHE SAUER TO CLARIFY THE REPORTS 
OF THE D'ORNANO-MATTHOEFER. SAUER CLAIMED THAT THE 
FRENCH WANT TO INCLUDE THE STATEMENT OF PRIORITY 
FOR THE ARIANE SPACE LAUNCHER IN THE TERMS OF 
REFERENCE FOR THE EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY. THE GERMANS, 
HOWEVER, FELT THAT THAT WAS NOT THE PLACE FOR IT. 

WHAT WOULD HAPPEN, SAUER ASKED, IF THE ARIANE WAS A 
FAILURE OR WAS ABANDONED? HE STRESSED THAT THE AGRF.E- 
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MENT ON SHARING THE COST OF THE KOUROU CENTER WAS 
ONE OF PRINCIPLE, AND HE PERSONALLY DOUBTED THAT 
THE EUROPEANS WERE IN ANY POSITION OR HUMOR TO 
SPEND MORE MONEY ON SPACE. HE REPORTED THE FRENCH 
INDICATED A NEW WILLINGNESS TO PROCEED WITH THE ESA 
CONVENTION WITHOUT FINAL AGREEMENT ON KOUROU 
FUNDING DETAILS, PROVIDED A POSITIVE ATTITUDE EXISTED 
AMONG MEMBER STATES. REGARDING THE PROPOSED MINIS- 
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TERIAL CONFERENCE ON ESA, HE SAID THAT THE PRELIMINARY 
WORK WOULD BE DONE AT A MEETING OF MINISTERIAL ALTER- 
NATIVES IN MID- JANUARY. HE CONTINUED THE FRENCH HAD 
DROPPED THEIR DEMAND THAT THE ESA DIRECTOR BE FRENCH. 
INSTEAD THEY WERE WILLING TO ACCEPT SOMEONE OF APPRO- 
PRIATE ABILITY, WHICH SAUER ASSUMED INCLUDED THE ACTING 
ESRO DIRECTOR GIBSON. IT WAS AGREED THAT THE MOST 
IMPORTANT CONCLUSION OF THE D'ORNANO-MATTHOEFER 
MEETING WAS THE DECISION TO FILL THE VACANT PROGRAM 
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DIRECTOR POSITIONS AT ESRO. FOR THE PAST YEAR, 

THE UNDERSTAFFED MANAGEMENT OF ESRO HAD BEEN UNDER 
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TERRIFIC PRESSURE AND THE STRAIN WAS BEGINNING TO 
SHOW. 

4. ON DEC 20, ESRO INFORMED THE NASA REP THAT THE 
ESRO COUNCIL AT A RESTRICTED SESSION HAD AGREED TO 
APPOINT THE FOLLOWING PROGRAM DIRECTORS: BERNARD 
DE LOFFRE (FRANCE) AS MANAGER OF THE SPACELAB PRO- 
GRAM; WALTER LUKSCH (GERMANY) AS MANAGER OF THE COM- 
MUNICATIONS PROGRAM; MASSIMO TRF.I.LA (ITALY) AS TECH- 
NICAL INSPECTOR; AND MR. HAWKES (UK) AS HEAD DEPART- 
MENT DEVELOPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY OF THE ESTEC CENTER. 
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THE APPOINTMENTS WILL BE CONFIRMED JAN 16 BY THE COM- 
MITTEE OF MINISTERIAL ALTERNATES, BUT THIS IS CON- 
SIDERED TO BE A FORMALITY. 

5. IN THE AREA OF COMPUTERS, THE MINISTERS REPORTEDLY 
DID NOT REACH ANY RESOLUTION OF THE PROPOSED NEW AR- 
RANGEMENTS FOR UNIDATA, A CONSORTIUM OF THREE EURO- 
PEAN COMPUTER FIRMS: CII OF FRANCE, SIEMENS OF 
GERMANY, AND PHILLIPS OF THE NETHERLANDS. REPORTEDLY, 
D'ORNANO WANTED TO ASSURE THE GERMANS THAT THE GOF 
WOULD SOON DECIDE TO INCREASE THE CITS CAPITALIZA- 
TION BY UPPING THE GOF'S SUBSIDY FOR CII OR BY ALLOW- 
ING A MERGER OF CII WITH AN AMERICAN COMPUTER FIRM, 
PROBABLY HONEYWELL-BULLE. 
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